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 2021: Message from the CIHC President, Ellen Vastola;   
 

Hello and I hope you are well and have shoveled your car, sidewalk, etc!   

   
New Brunswick, NJ   Lebanon, NJ 

I have not been getting very many calls lately . . . the holidays and 

COVID/confinement have us thinking about other things.  Therefore this 

newsletter maybe shorter than usual.  NOTE: Your calls are an inspiration to 

me; you bring up interesting “abuses” that I need to research and ask 

questions so I can then share that info with you. 

 

***  NJ LEGISLATURE UPDATE!  *** 

Not much has changed since the last newsletter that I can see . . .  

 

A350          Prohibits conflict of interests by governing board members 

or management employees of homeowners' associations.   YES – we 

NEED this! 

A1213  Revises time period at which unit owners assume control 

of homeowners' associations.  YES – this should not be prolonged 

or indefinite! 

S1751  The "Owners' Rights and Obligations in Shared Ownership 

Communities Act."   YES - - YES - - - YES!   
 

AND, the CIHC OPPOSES S 2261- A4265 (Old S2425).  Why do some 

attorneys want to undo the PRED?  Why do they want to take power from the owners! $$$ 
****NOTE:  This is NOT a complete list.  Go to NJLeg for a complete “Housing” list. 
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Quotes Corner! 

“I'm not upset that you lied to me, I'm upset that from now on I can't believe you.” 

― Friedrich Nietzsche 

“Trust starts with truth and ends with truth.” 

― Santosh Kalwar, Quote Me Everyday 

“We're paying the highest tribute you can pay a man. We trust him to do right. It's that simple.” 

― Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird 

“If you once forfeit the confidence of your fellow citizens, you can never regain their respect and 

esteem. It is true that you may fool all of the people some of the time; you can even fool some of the 

people all of the time; but you can't fool all of the people all of the time. -Speech at Clinton, Illinois, 

September 8, 1854.” 

― Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Independent Voice of NJ CIC Owners” is calling for ORIGINAL newsletter articles, ideas, cartoons, or 

postings (to set up local/regional meetings, gatherings, protests, etc, to share experiences in person, etc).  

The newsletter Editor reserves the right to use, edit or refuse a submission.  Please send your original 

submissions to the Editor and put “CIHC newsletter idea” in the subject line; otherwise it will be deleted 

sight unseen.   

This newsletter is for YOU. 

 

CIHC “HOA HUMOR”  

            

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14322161
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3275794
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Let’s join together as a powerful VOICE for DEMOCRACY in our CICs to make a difference!  

 

Let’s join together as a powerful VOICE for DEMOCRACY in our CICs to make a difference! 

 

What is going on in New Jersey for CIC/CIRA owners 2021: 

Legislative UPDATE/ Bills to track!   

NJ Assembly: 

A350 Prohibits conflict of interests by governing board members or management employees of 

homeowners' associations.   YES – we NEED this! 

A1213 Revises time period at which unit owners assume control of homeowners' associations.  YES – this 

should not be prolonged or indefinite! 

A2528 Requires certain common interest community associations to publish certain information; requires 

that homeowners' association contracts for management and maintenance include 24-hour emergency 

services.   YES. 

 

NJ Senate:  

S683 Requires owners of multiple dwellings with at least nine units to provide certain maintenance 

services; permits municipalities to require owners of multiple dwellings with six to eight units to provide 

these services.*   YES. 

S1009 Clarifies that conversions of housing cooperatives into condominiums are subject to notice 

provisions of "The Planned Real Estate Development Full Disclosure Act."   YES. 

S1751 The "Owners' Rights and Obligations in Shared Ownership Communities Act."   YES - - YES - - - 

YES!   

 

AND . . . the CIHC OPPOSES S2261- A4265 (Old S2425).  (Why do some 

attorneys (Board and NOT Association) want to undo the PRED?  Why do they want to take power from the owners!   

Ahhhh . . . . . current Board signed contract $$$)  Remember, RPC 1.13! 

 

*******NOTE:  This is NOT a complete list.  Go to NJLeg for a complete “housing” Bill list. 

C-IHC assistant,  REBEL!   “Baaaa, got your back!” 
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   Board member Training #9:  TRUST 
Do the owners of your CIC (common interest community) TRUST the Board? 

..         ..  
   

The word and definition of trust has been coming up for me lately.  I am seeing it as an under-
current in the news and in my CIC Board room and the world at large. 

I am wondering if people, in general, are not trusting “people in authority or power” than in 
previous years.  Is this the new trend for the 21st century in the United States?  Are We, the 
people, trusting our elected representatives LESS now than in the past?  AND why is that? 

From my being on my Board and being a resident owner, I have learned that PARTICIPATION 
is crucial.  I = as a resident/owner must be involved.  I must speak up and be reasonable as 
to my expectations.  Hmmm, being reasonable about expectations is something we ALL 
need to work on.  We cannot have everything our way. Ahhh, that is life.  We must look for 
common ground (a solution) so we can live together in “harmony”. 

Another thing I have been thinking about is that the owners (We, the people) VOTE certain 
people into positions of authority.  These people MUST SHOW us that they are to be trusted!  
Their actions MUST show us that they are thoughtful, caring and will act as FIDUCIARIES 
FOR US!  That they are TRUSTWORTHY. 

And remember, TRUST is a 2-way street.  We can give it and we want it given back to us.  
Cooperation is necessary; BOTH parties must bring their best and being willing to give a little 
for the good of the community.  Bring your honesty and knowledge to the table. 

Unfortunately, many of the calls I get are about Board members and some employees 
ABUSING the Trust of the Owners/residents.  This is easy to fall into BUT is so easily 
remedied.   

Boards and their operations MUST be “transparent”.  Boards must be OPEN to resident’s 
needs and complaints.  A complaint is an opportunity to find a solution and BUILD TRUST. 

 

Let’s join together as a powerful VOICE for DEMOCRACY in our CICs to make a difference! 

The CIHC would like to acknowledge our DONORs 

in 2020.   Thank you for your support! 
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Maverick is still watching!     “Baaaaa! I am always watching”     

A thought on Ownership mentality in our CICs: 

YIKES, Spring is almost here and the WINTER newsletter is late!  With fewer phone calls, my 
idea well is running dry.  I welcome your ideas and/or articles!   

But I just spoke with an owner and this idea came up . . . it is NOT new but it is necessary. 

The Owners in our CICs (common interest communities) enjoy living in a community that takes 
care of many of their owner “needs”.  The grounds are maintained as are the exterior of the 
buildings, the streets and/or driveways via the maintenance fees. 

BUT, this REQUIRES management and oversight.  In our democratic “quasi-governmental” 
form of home ownership, we NEED owners to step up be on the Board.  As previous CIHC 
“Board member training” chapters have explained, these Board members need certain 
qualities or skills.  They can be innate or learned (or both). 

I feel we need to, we MUST, make the mental shift from . . .  

“I don’t have to participate in my CIC.  I’m too busy or retired. I complain to my neighbors & 
friends, sit back and expect that everything will be done for me.  Read my mind.”         TO . . .  

“I bought into a self-governing community, therefore I MUST expect to “Serve” on the Board at 
least once while living here.”  (maybe more than once as the decades roll by) 

Hmmm, to achieve this we need a shift of our thinking.  We ALL need to own up to our 
responsibility to our neighbors and ourselves.  WE may be rookies at this, but together we 
can “govern” our community legally and compassionately.  Every person brings their unique 
knowledge and skill set to the Board.  BUT you need to work in concert for the GOOD of the 
community. 

It really does NOT take a lot of time. Ask your Board members what they do now.  How much 
time do they give?  Then consider HOW you will participate.  Are you a “google-er” and love to 
do research? Do you like to find solutions to problems?  Are you a people-person and like to 
help your neighbors?  Do you like to volunteer? 

Then being a Board member could be for you. 

Remember, being a Board member is NOT about the title or the perceived 
power.  It is about COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

Let’s join together as a powerful VOICE for DEMOCRACY in our CICs to make a difference! 
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Let’s join together as a powerful VOICE for DEMOCRACY in our CICs to make a difference! 

       The CIHC spotlights _what got YOU into CIC issues_! 

I have spoken to many owners over the years.  Different “things” happened to 

us to make us “break out of our shells” and stand up for our Rights. 

          

Think about the issues that mean a lot to you.  Have you spoken up?  What 

have you done to help find a solution? 

This spotlight is for YOU: who asked questions, who wanted something better 

for your community.  You DID the hard thing!  Governance NEEDS oversight! 

For me, it was the style of my storm door.  Another owner had the same style 

and it was OK.  But I installed the same door and it was not OK.  I will admit I 

forgot (didn’t know) to submit a “modification” form.  But after I apologized, the 

Board kept coming after me.  I went through a lawsuit then to ADR, then my 

door came down as part of the ADR mediation.  Now, 16 years later, my storm 

door is UP!  (hah!) Yes, the old door style, which I hated, was not available, so 

new (my) style is now acceptable.  I filled out the form and it has been re-

installed.  YEAH!  Tenacity and time can change things.  What is your story? 

. . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The CIHC newsletter is written by and for NON-attorneys.  

We do NOT and cannot practice law or give legal advice.  We do provide 

information to aid NJ CIC owners when they have issues in their 

communities.  We can and do support New Jersey’s CIC owners and 

Boards for a democratic experience and enhanced quality of life, for all, 

in said communities. 
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We welcome contributions from NJ residents who share in the goals/mission of the C-IHC.  We 

need funds for: maintenance of our website, postal mailings, flyer production & distribution, 

expenses for contacting legislators and others, travel, periodic meetings, speakers, etc.  IF you 

share our Mission and Goals, please contribute.  We are a registered NJ 501(c)3 - not 

for profit organization. 
 

Please print out this form & send your helpful Contribution to become a CIHC Friend:

 Common-Interest Homeowners Coalition,  

Post Office Box 1511, Hightstown, NJ 08520. 

Contributing Categories: (check off the appropriate blank) 

 Premium Contributor:  $100 or more  ____ 

 Sustaining Contributor : $30 or more ____ 

 Regular Contributor: $20 ____ 

 Interested person/friend:  $____    THANK YOU! 

____ CHECK HERE if you do NOT want your donation to be publicly 

acknowledged in future newsletters by your first initial and last name. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please PRINT CLEARLY!  Enclosed is my check for $ _____________ 

 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

 

H-phone _____________________ W or C-phone __________________ 

 

Email __________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

Town _________________________________Zip __________________ 

 

Name of Assoc. ______________________________________________ 

THANK YOU for your (continued) SUPPORT! 

Your contact information will be held as CONFIDENTIAL/ CIHC use ONLY. 


